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Introduction

The Stories in this book are based brst hand interviews and personal experi
ences of Tai Dam people. In most cases the names of the people and the places
have been changed for security reasons.

Over the last 10 years much prayer has gone up for the Tai Dam and as a result ex
citing things are beginning to happen among the Tai Dam. Believers are meeting
together in many provinces, great boldness and willingness to share Jesus with
friends and family is being seen, miracles are being experienced in their midst,
and males are becoming Christian leaders. We hope this booklet will lead you

into a greater relationship with the Tai Dam people and also encourage #1, your
prayers for them but also #2, your interest in telling others about them.

It is also our prayer that through the momentum gained from increasing prayer,

the Tai Dam will begin to see a movement of the Spirit through opened hearts to
the Truths of Scripture, an interest in GodOs love, a deep desire to know and follow
Him, and! nally, that God would use this booklet to encourage the prayer lives of
the Tai Dam themselves throughout Asia.

For more information on the dierent needs of the Tai Dam
and other unreached people groups in the Mekong River re
gion, please visiwww.infomekong.com. If you have spetc
requests you can contact us throughformation@tdbiz.net.




OLet the heavens rejoice, and let the earth |
glad; And let them say among the nations,
OThe LORD reigns. OO 1 Chronicles 16:31

A people in the wrong place at the wrong
time?

Most authorities believe that the Tai Dam
originally came from China as early as the
1st century and were forced to move to NW
Vietnam due to tribal skirmishes, wars, and
a better life. They settled in several north-
eastern provinces of Vietnam, particularly
Lai Chau and Son La. Archeologists have
discovered ceremonial drums in Dien Bien Phu dating back to the 1st Century.
This area became know as the Sip Hok Chau Tai or Sixteen Tai Principalities in the
late 1800's. In 1948, it was established as an independent state called the Tai Fed-
eration, established under French rule.

After many years of a somewhat peaceful existence, they again found themselves
in the middle of a war between the French and Vietnamese, ending in 1954. Sev-
eral thousand ! ed to Laos and the South of Vietham. Those who stayed behind
fought on the losing side of the French, and were later conscripted to dig and
carry loads for the Vietnamese army in their quest to capture the South of Viet-
nam. This started in the late 1960’s until 1974 when South Vietnam fell. During
these war years, many Tai Dam tried to ! ee the war zones and the communist rule
in both Laos and Vietnam by trying to get to third countries. Some went as boat
people, others as UN refugees. Several thousand Tai Dam were subsequently ac-
cepted by France and the US. Today smaller numbers also can be found in Canada
and Australia.

Please Pray:
1. That God will use this booklet to raise up prayer for the Tai Dam People.

2. That God would raise up many people groups to pray for the salvation of
the Tai Dam, so that the Tai Dam can bless other peoples around them.

Day 1 - The Tai Dam Need Your Prayers




“My soul follows close behind You; Your
right hand upholds me.” Psalm 63:8

Noi and his family have lived along the
main road into town for as long as his
parents can remember. However with
the government trying to better the
provincial infrastructure, his family ! nds
themselves in a very di" cult place.
Their good land used to be su" cient to
produce enough rice per year to meet
the needs of the family. Now it hardly
produces enough for 8 months as road
construction has taken up 1/3 of their
land. How can the family make enough
to survive each year when they have no
other skills except growing agricultural
products and selling them locally?

Today, the Tai Dam in Vietnam again ! nd themselves on the move. This time
however, it is not politically motivated but rather economic. Finding their land
plots becoming smaller and smaller, jobs hard to ! nd, and the needs of the family
pressing on them, they are searching further and further to ! nd work. Up to 100
Tai Dam have been accepted as laborers in Malaysia and other countries where
they work in construction sites and factories. It is a great sadness that these
people have to leave home, but at the same time God is using it! A harvest is be-
ing reaped as these Tai Dam hear the Good News for the ! rst time.

Please Pray:

1. That God would use the di#erent situations where the TD live to expose
them to the Good News.

2. That those who do believe in Christ in these other countries can be
discipled and will develop a burden to take the Good News back to their
people in Vietnam.

Day 2 - A People on the Move




ODonOt bow down to them and donOt sq F3

them because | am GOD, your God, and |§ g
IOm a most jealous God, punishing the § o
children for any sins their parents pass oig

to them to the third, and yes, even to the
fourth generation of those who hate me.d e
Exodus 20:5

One great desire of all Tai Dam families
is to have a son. This desire is not unlike
many other societies around the world,
but for the Tai Dam, the need for a son is not only in keeping the family name
alive, but also to remember the ancestral spirits through their spirit room. This
spirit room or OKlau HongO is where the spirits dwell who belong to the family.
Every 10 or 12 days the male head of house would make'agriag to the spirits,

le. a glass of whiskey, a plate of food, some fruit, or a few sticks of incense. This
would be left for 30 minutes to an hour and then taken away.

As you can imagine, an enormous obstacle for Tai Dam (especially men) to truly
follow Jesus as Saviour and LORD is this. All men are expected to visit this room
and show honour to the ancestral spirits, but the oldest male is the one who is
responsible for caring for the spirits on a regular basis. As long as the spirits are
satis' ed, they will watch over and bless the family. However if something bad
happens, like dre or sickness, then the spirits are instantly thought of and a cer
emony is done seeking their favour.

If the males in the family and especially the oldest male were to become Chris
tians, they face great inner turmoil; they are abandoning the family to serve them
selves. They also come undé&e from other family members, and the community
as a whole.

Please Pray:

1. That God would work in powerful ways in Tai Dam villages and lives so
they would know He is the Great Spirit over all.

2. That Satan would be bound in his attempts to confuse and blind the Tal
Dam eyes to the glory and greatness of God.

3. Mankind would get tired of living in fear of the spirits and seek!aedent
way in this world!

Day 3 - Tai Dam Male Society




“Wives, understand and support your
husbands in ways that show your
support for Christ” Ephesians 5:22

Ying is woken at 6:00 and a basket is
quickly put on her back. She must

go out and gather enough grass and
banana stalks to feed the livestock.
She has done this every day for many
years sometimes with her baby sister
strapped to her back. Now, at 16 she
Is soon to be married and will have

the chance to begin doing this again for a whole new household; her husbandOs.

As with many underdeveloped nations, the Tai Dam women are the back-bone

of society. They are born to work and work they do, from the day they can lift a
basket. Hauling any and all things, caring for their younger siblings, helping their
mother, eating in a dferent part of the house than the men, and even coming in

and out of a dfferent door in the house. When they reach 15-18, they get married

to serve their husband in raising a family. As such, they OdonOt need an educationO
and most Tai Dam women onfynish grade 3 or 4. Literacy rates have in the past
been very low among women unless they live in or near a town. If a woman were

to leave home in order to study, she would be cldssil as Ono good!O

In Laos and Vietnam, there are womenOs unions to assist with the needs of the
women. But with so few of them able to read, these have just begun to assist with
the needs of women. Needless to say, the Tai Dam women have relatively no free
dom and few opportunities to share their ideas and to better themselves.

Please Pray:

1. That Tai Dam societies would be transformed by the love of Christ. Me
treating women with love and respect; women able to share their wisdom i
helping the society change and grow.

2. That more opportunities for Tai Dam women may be found which will nq
only expand their understanding, but give them a desire to then serve thei
local communities.

Day 4 - Tai Dam Female Society




OAnd He said: Ol tell yo
the truth, unless you
change and become
like little children, you
will never enter the
Kingdom of Heaven.OO
Matthew 18:3

Little Dee walked to
school 35 minutes te
day. His village doesnOf&a
have a school so he
has to walk to the next
village where there is
a primary school. If he were in high school, he might have to walk an hour! He is
happy to go to school but he would really like to learn a lot more than he does.
Dee is only able to be taught 3 days a week because the other days of the week
he needs to work for the teacher, plowing thdields, planting, weeding, and har
vesting. Teachers get paid very poorly so in order to make ends meet, they have
to grow rice and vegetables as well. Teaching is not a desired profession. One
way they! nd to Oget byO is to use the children as a ready work force!

On this particular day, they are hauling rice up and down the steep hills to the
granary, and since Dee is a little heavier, the teacher is afraid he might slip and
hurt himself. He tells Dee to go home, but Dee is afraid to go because if the kids
donOt work, they have to pay the teacher a lot of money; far more than the family
would be able to pay!

Please Pray:

1. That God would raise up people who see the importance of education
and who would serve others through the teaching profession.

2. For adequate schools and supplies for each village throughout the eou
tries of Laos and Vietnam.

3. That teachers would not misuse their position in the wrong way by mak
ing the children do Oslave type labour!O

Day 5 - Tai Dam Students




“But the Lord your God you shall fear; and He will deliver
you from the hand of all your enemies.” 2 Kings 17: 39

Uncle Jon is the village demon priest. He studied and
practiced for years to learn all the words and ceremonies he
needed to appease the spirits and gain favour with them.
Like the majority of men in the country, he has a large
portion of his body covered in tattoos. Normally, this is not
a problem. But for Uncle Jon it is. His body never healed
properly and he has suffered from severe rashes and skin
irritations for many years. There seemed to be no cure.

One day a Christian relative came to his village and shared with him about Jesus.
Uncle Jon believed and he was baptized. Like the familiar story of Naaman, Uncle
Jon was healed of his rash after coming out of the water! He joyfully shared his
testimony to the others in his village. “God has healed me,” he cried. Uncle Jon
was going to stop demon worship!

But then the problems came. Because the villagers depend on him to help with
their spirit problems (which in their world view involves most problems), he can’t
just up and stop his duties! It would be like a policeman or fireman getting up

and leaving in the middle of an emergency!! He is needed to perform these spirit
ceremonies for the villagers. He can’t stop, they argue, because they have no one
else to help them. Eventually it angered the others so much that Uncle Jon was
put in jail for one month. During the time he was there, his son died. The villagers
cried, “See! This is what happens when you do not worship the spirits!”

They pressured him into continuing his services, and he finally gave in to their
pressure. Later, when the Christian relative came back to visit, she could not find
him anywhere. He was hiding out in his rice field house because he was ashamed
of what he had done. He did not want his relative to be angry with him. She
taught him about God’s forgiveness and love. But Uncle Jon was too afraid to
return to God. It was not long before his severe rash and skin irritations returned.

Please Pray:

1. That many who are steeped in demon worship need courage to walk
away from it.

2. That Uncle Jon and other Tai Dam like him to return to the love and for-
giveness of the Father.

Day 6 - You Cannot Serve Two Masters




OThy word | have treasured in my heart, that |
may not sin against TheeO Psalm 119:11

Mr. Peng was checking a portion of Romans

12 that had been translated into his Tai Dam
language. As he studied verse 19 which begins,
“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves,” he was
reminded of a short Tai Dam proverb he had
once learned: Hac pang, chang top (“Love in
return, hate in response”). “It's OK to hac pang
(love in return),”he commented. “But to chang
top (hate in response) is contrary to God’s Word.
Revenge is for God to do, not us.”

As Mr. Peng and the others on the Tai Dam Bible
translation team carefully examine manuscript
10 * A ER S i drafts in or- .
voviAdhwicvina, 51§ ¥as iy der to improve the accuracy and clarity of the
wel. GEmmiviingmy. 2 &radibvevdid  translation, their souls are being immersed in
Qi 1 VeTun. 3 dih .
Blin; (Rmlwipdotiiek. *) the truth of God’s Word. But so many other Tai
&q(nlq‘im, w/(.(;ndvﬁuothm‘un(nr(qn . ) i
ok (Sishr i vo oSloon V. ¢ it ser (¥ Dam have little or no contact with the Scriptures.
it g ~ The goal of the team’s work is to help provide a
$h oS ¥R ¥ viod 76 S lear t lation in their heart | inh
S clear translation in their heart language, in hopes
that thousands of Tai Dam speakers will come to

s Géleradﬂuun rnita. i _“'
Mt Vil i K o . understand God'’s truth and will be transformed
by it.

WINAE I k6.

Please Pray:

1. That the members of the Bible translation team will be blessed as they
apply the Scriptures they are learning to their own lives, and that they will
share what they are learning with others.

2. That the Lord will provide others with skills needed to serve on the trans-
lation team, so that the work may be ! nished soon and be of good quality.

3. That the Tai Dam Scriptures will be widely disseminated and be used by
God to transform Tai Dam families and communities.

Day 7 - The Tal Dam Bible




ONow | Nebuchadnezzar praise, exal,
and honor the King of heaven, for all
His works are true and His ways just,
and he is able to humble those who
walk in Pride O Daniel 4:37

As little Puu watched her friend run
ning o! to the Buddhist temple in the
nearby village, she felt left out, and
di! erent.

OMotherQ, Little Puu said, OWhy donOt Tai Dam people in our village go to the
temple to worship like all the other families?0

PuuOs mother continued to pound the rice for their evening meal as she told the
story that her mother had told her many years before.

OMany years ago the village Buddha statue fell into the river. Everyone came from
miles around to ponder this tragedy. The river was deep and swift and no one was
willing to dive down to retrieve it. Finally a brave young Tai Dam boy was willing

to go down and rescue the statue.O

OAnNd so Little Puu®, her mother proclaimed proudly, OThe Tai Dam donOt need to
go to the temple like the other people, and we do not have to cut our hair out of
respect for the Buddha.O

With a story like this being passed down from generation to generation is it any
wonder the Tai Dam people have a pride that keeps them from bending their
knee. They are content in their ancestor worship. They walk with' demce.

They stand tall and erect and are proud to be called Tai Dam.

Please Pray:
1. For the Lord to touch their hearts deeply and speak into this area of prig

2. Against a spirit of pride that grips their hearts and keeps them in bond
age.

3. That we caind more Tai Dam folk tales that teach Christian truths.

Day 8 - Gleaning From Folk Tales




“You're blessed when your commit-
ment to God provokes persecution. The
persecution drives you even deeper
into God'’s kingdom.” Matthew 5:10

What do evangelistic outreaches

practice? What can you do when you |
want to tell others about Jesus but the
government has warned you not to tell
others or share your faith?

The restrictions are great in Laos and Vietnam but fortunately our creative God
brings people to Himself in creative ways. One village faced with these obstacles
prayed and savfirst hand the work of a creative God. Discouraged by their lack of
freedom, the group of believers decided to hold a Thanksgiving to God day. They
invited the whole village and they all worked together to provide a meal. After the
meal, they began to share with each other the things that they were thankful for.
The more testimonies they shared the more contagious it became. They could
not stop finding things to be thankful for.

As they soon discovered, when they thanked God for their salvation and for the
things that HE had done for them, they were speaking the Gospel message. It had
become an evangelistic outreach after all. The joy that they felt as they discovered
how God was meeting with them was contagious. People wanted to know more
about this God.

It was a powerful reminder to these people that God can do all things and there is
nothing man can do that will stop the hand of God.

Please Pray:

1. That more Tai Dam will come to know Jesus and share their testimonie
with family and friends.

2. That Tai Dam Christians will have thankful hearts to God. May this be §
testimony to non believers around them

3. That speaking about their faith would become very natural as they see
that God has done for them.

Day 9 - Testimony Evangelism




OBut you arkrst in line: God, having raised up his Son, sent him to bless you as
you turn, one by one, from your evil waysO Acts 3:26

When we think about caring for our families, all of the normal pictures of everyday
life come to mind. Protecting, feeding, clothing, embracing them, and being with
them are just a few of the things that we do for our loved ones. Even if we want to
show love for our extended family whom we may not see on a daily bases, we call
or write and try to do things to show that we care.

For the Tai Dam people taking care of the family includes the above but also
extends to those family members who have died. They believe the spirits of their
ancestors live on and they need to be taken care of. Altars and rooms are set aside
in the typical Tai Dam house for the spirits of the ancestors. It is the role of the
father to make sure they are remembered throughffdirent offerings. This is the

Tai Dam way.

The spirits of the ancestors are important to the family. They are believed to
have powers to protect the family and keep them from harm. However, if they
are forgotten, they can cause bad things to happen as well! Every good Tai Dam
knows the importance of the auspicious day that they are to pay homage to their
ancestors.

Granny Nam has heard the gospel from her Christian daughter and family. She is
interes@ed in fpllowing the Jesus way, and comes to meetings but refuses to call
Jesus OLordO, because she is responsible for the care of her families ancestors.

A major question for the Tai Dam is who will take care of our ancestors? What will
happen to the Tai Dam way?

Please Pray:

1. Against the stronghold of ancestor worship among the Tai Dam, which
effects the lives of all Tai Dam families.

2. For many of the older generation; that they would see the error of this
Oold wayO and see a New Way.

3. For faith to understand God is over all the spirits and will take care of
them as they should be cared for. The family altar only enslaves them.

Day 10 - Taking Care of the Family




“Look upon me and be merciful to me, As
Your custom is toward those who love Your
name.” Psalm 119:132

It is not uncommon in Tai Dam families to 5
have only one member who has turned to ™
Christ. Auntie Noy has been a widow for
27 years and with the help of extended

family she raised her 4 small children. Fiv
years ago Auntie Noy accepted Christ

and was baptized. She shares her faith
with her grown children but they are not - :
interested. - TAve | S

Recently Auntie Noy had an opportunity to go for a special Bible training course.
She was so nervous and excited to be able to spend two months with others
learning more about God. Her family was not thrilled to have her leave as they
depend on her for help with their growing families. Just two weeks into the
course, her family called her and insisted she return home and help look after the
grandchildren.

It was a tough decision but she returned home, to serve and love her family. Days
later her children insisted she stop following the Lord and returned to leading
them in demon worship. Did her family have a hold over her?

Auntie Noy, lovingly andirmly told her family, ONo, | will never give up Jesus.O

She gave up her opportunity to study in order to love and serve her family when
they needed her. But when it came to giving up Christ she would not do it.

God is blessing Auntie Noy for her faithfulness. Her children and others are show
ing an interest in Christianity.

Please Pray:

1. That Tai Dam Christians will be able to show real love and compassion
towards their families.

2. That Tai Dam Christians will remain strong in their faith in the midst of
families that are antagonistic or even unfavourable to their faith.

Day 11 - Stand Firm




“If you diligently heed the voice
of the LORD your God and do
what is right in His sight, give ear
to His commandments and keep
all His statutes, | will put none of
the diseases on you which | have
brought on the Egyptians. For

I am the LORD who heals you.”
Exodus 15:26

Ol am a true Tai Dam. | was born
and raised in the culture and the
traditions of the Tai Dam people.

| followed my family in worshipping spirits and believed they were real. Like all Tai
Dam, | believed | was protected by the spirits of my ancestors. That was, until the
day | got sick!O

OMy wife and relatives tried tod the medicine to cure me according to the ways
of the spirits. We also went to'derent doctors and hospitals, but still | did not get
better. | was losing blood; it was coming out of my mouth and my nose constant
ly and doctors did not know what was the cause.O

Oln the last hospital we tried, | was in intensive care for 10 days. | had not eaten in
a month and my body was wasting away.O

OThen came the day | lost all hope. The doctors talked with my wife and grown
children and had nothing to 8 er them. What they were'cering was at most,

a 20 percent chance of a risky operation being successful. It was decided to
proceed with the operation, but the doctor advised that my airs be put in order
and funeral arrangements made.O

Ol had heard about Jesus from the few Christians in my village. The whole time

| was sick they prayed for me. They boldly came and wanted to pray with me

as well, and on the day of the operation they were there. | will never forget the

words of one Christian. ODonOt forget that the Almighty God can help youO Though
| did not understand, | knew something in me was strengthened. | could feel
something di' erent in me.O

OWhen | came out of the operation and was on the stretcher! tBething |

thought of was God. He had helped me come through this. My recovery was
happening so fast that even the doctors were calling it a Omiracle®. They had never
seen anything like itO

Day 12 - Saved Twice




“My wife began to call family and friends
and they assumed the worse, that | had
died. Instead she told them that | was
gaining weight and strength and within 5
days | was released from the hospital! The
very place that had become like a second
home to me!”

“The ! rst thing my wife and | wanted to
do, was ! nd out how to become Chris-

tians so that we could worship the God
who had saved my life.

“What is more amazing is that God had e
also made a way to save me from all my sin. My wife and | asked Jesus into our
hearts and we know that being saved from physical death is good but being
saved from spiritual death is the best! | now have been able to personally baptize
one of my sons and his wife. Praise the Lord.”

Please Pray:

1. For the many who are coming to hear Uncle Preung’s testimony, and that
through it, more will open their heart the God who loves us.

2. For more miracles among the Tai Dam, that they will be drawn them to
the Almighty God.

Day 12 - Saved Twice




OFurthermore, we have had human fathers who-cor
rected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much
more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and
live?O Hebrews 12:9

The sounds of laughter can be heard from the children
™ as they playfully make their way home after a full day

¢ of helping around the farm. They jostle and tease each
| other as they make their way up the back stairs to join
i their mother in the common room of their house on
stilts. Nong Am is learning that this is her place. This
is where she will always come and go from the home.
Even when she gets older, marries and has a home
of her own, this is the door she will use. Her younger
brother Mai, on the other hand, looks with interest at the other door of the house.
It is the door of respect. Little Mai knows that one day he will be required to come
and go from that door. Someday he too will have a place of his own and can bring
his friends up into his home through the door of respect.

Through something as simple as a door a cultural message is proclaimed loud
and clear. The Tai Dam woman have less value then the men. They are under the
authority of the males 100%.

Like most countries, things are changing in Laos and Vietnam, and we pray things
will continue to develop so women will have more respect. Opportunities to
learn reading and writing are increasing, as are the numbers of women that have
completed grade 12. But for the average Tai Dam village, the woman'’s role is still
viewed as taking care of the husband, having children, and then raising them.

Please Pray:

1. For the opportunity that is available to woman to join Woman’s unions
.Though communist in nature, it does give the woman a chance to be to-
gether and express ideas and opinions

2. That we will see God show up at the Women’s Union meetings.

3. For Christ to become the head of the Tai Dam home. That woman could
see their true worth in Him.

Day 13 - Longing for a Place of Respect




OOl see what youOve done. Now see whili
IOve done. IOve opened a door before yqg
that no one can slam shut. You donOt
have much strength, | know that; you

used what you had to keep my Word. Yo
didnOt deny me when times were rough (
Revelation 3:8

The only Christian in the family is Grand &§
mother Noy. She raised her four young £
children by herself after her husband e ' =& :
died at a young age. When the children were grown and starting to raise their
own families, Granny Noy met Jesus Christ. She began to follow Him and shared
His Good News with her family. They were polite but not interested and as long as
it didnOt get in their way it wasie for their mother to go this very dierent way.

Then came the day Granny Noy had the chance to go away for two months and
study more of GodOs word. This was hard for the family to understand, but eventu
ally reluctantly let her go. However, after only two weeks away, they called her.
She must return to help them look after their young families. She was needed.

This was a dilemma as she was enjoying her chance to study, but she also knew
she had the responsibility to serve her children and help care for her granechil
dren. She returned home. Not long after her return, the family began to pressure
Granny Noi to stop following Jesus and return to ancestor worship. They needed
her to lead the family in this since she was now the head of the home. It was her
responsibility.

This time she could not serve her family. She told them no, she could not deny
Jesus.

God is using this in her family. They saw how she was willing to serve them above
her own desires of studying the Bible and yet when it came to renouncing her
faith she stood rm.

Please Pray:

1. For courage of Tai Dam believers to stand up for Jesus amidst pressurg
from family to turn back to the old way.

2. For opportunities to love and serve their families in ways the God is-glg
l'ed.

Day 14 - Called to Serve




Oln the beginning God created the heavens and the earthO Genesis 1:1

OThus saith the Tai Dam: God created the Tai Dam when He put a hot poker into a
dried gourd!O

It is not uncommon for di! erent people groups to have their own verbally passed
down version of Creation. Just hearing their stories can give you much to pray
about for the people and insight into how they view themselves in relation to the
work of Creation

The Tai Dam believe that the earth and the heaven were held close together by a
cord. But the sky was so low, so close to earth, that it made everyday activities dif-
"cult. Even the upturned horns of the bu! alo got entangled in the low hanging
sky. To bring an end to this, The Bent Over Grandfather of the sky and The Bent
Over Grandmother of the earth together cut the cord between sky and earth. This
allowed the sky to #oat well above the earth so it could be seen far and wide. It
also permitted freedom of movement on the earth.

Soon the earth was in turmoil. People were " ghting and a drought covered

the whole land. The ancestral Grand-parents interceded again on behalf of the
people. They performed a ceremony that caused rain to fall incessantly upon the
earth completely covering the mountains. No dry land was seen, and all life died.

In the Heavens four gourds as big as a house were readied and placed on the
receding waters.

Day 15 - In the Beginning




In them were placed 550 clans of Tai, 330
clans of hill people, many varieties of rice,
I'sh and every kind of bird and animal.
Also there was a book for the Shaman, the
astrologers, the fortune tellers as well as a
book of laws, customs, and festivals.

After 3 months the water receded and the
gourds settled on dry land in Vietnam,
Laos and China.

New societies were governed by wiser men, while the police and Shaman estab-
lished and upheld the customs and laws. They kept the rivers clean and the land
was peaceful for all the descendants

The story ends with this declaration:

IT IS OUR DISTINCT LANGUAGE WHICH IS THE ROOT AND FIBER OF THE TAl DAM
NATION. OUR FAME, LIKE A LOUD DRUM, WILL RESOUND ALL OVER THE WORLD.

Please Pray:

1. That the Tai Dam people would know that their desire to be important
has already happened. They are special to the Creator God.

2. For more open doors so that more Tai Dam will hear the truth of creation,
God'’s love and sacri! ce in order for them to always have peace with God
and mankind.

3. That more Tai Dam will seek the truth about life.

Day 15 - In the Beginning




“He defends the wronged, he feeds the hungry. GOD
frees prisoners—" Psalms 146:7

Have you ever experienced a great opportunity and
then it does not turn out as you had anticipated?
Promises not kept, commitments left unfalled?

If yes, then you can understand what one Tai Dam
village has experienced. They left their village in the
north after being promised better land closer to the
Capitol city. It would mean ricgelds, schools for

the children and a place to build their homes. The
journey was thefirst time many had experience a

&= vehicle ride. Children were entertained for hours by
4 the electric fan oscillating back and forth.

However, the land was certainly not like the Promised Land!! Hard rocky soil with
no nutrients made rice planting seem hopeless.

After three years, the village is beginning to yield a crop from all their planting
efforts. Some families have left but others have continued come. The children are
getting an education and they are learning about Jesus Christ. Women are {earn
ing to read, with the Bible as their primer.

Now the landowner is changing his agreement. The payment for farming the land
was 50 kilos of the rice they produced. Without discussion, it was raised to 100
kilos. This will leave them nothing to live on.

Things like this happen all too often. But the Tai Dam and others continue on.
Corruption plays a major role in everyday life.

Please Pray:

1. Strength to live out their new found faith amidst the corruption and injug
tice around them.

2. For land owners; that justice will prevail.

3. For the Tai Dam as they face these kinds of situations. Pray that when
crossroads, they will seek GodOs way for them.

Day 16 - Home of Their Own




OWith all this going for us, my dear, dear friends, stand your ground. And donOt
hold back. Throw yourselves into the work of the Master,!aent that nothing
you do for him is a waste of time ot @tO 1 Corinthians 15:58

Sandy is a young Tai dam man. Growing up he never knew anything about the All
Sovereign God. When he did come to learn of His love through his Aunt, whom he
had not seen for many years, it was such good news that he had to share it with
others. He went on to look for ways he could share his faith with his classmates,
his family, and Tai Dam in another province. Sharing with his classmates ended
up with him being called in for questioning by the police. Sharing with his family
resulted in having them very angry at him to the point of disowning him. And
sharing the Love of God with other Tai Dam in a new province got him chased

out of there by the police. Does this sound like an exciting beginning to life with
Christ? This story has many parallels to the Apostle PaulOs life as well!

Sandy is one of several young Tai dam men God has raised up and who have truly
come to see Jesus as Lord of their life. They are committed to obeying Him, they
are bold in their witness, and they like to study His Word. They want to see many
more Tai Dam in the Kingdom of God. As you can see from the stories of older
men, the role of the male is very tied into spirit erings and most have not been

able to really get over the issue of Christ as Lord. Most older males have also been
ingrained in communist thinking, and they have never been taught to learn. We
pray these younger men will be able to.

SandyOs story would not be complete if we didnOt also tell you that later on his par
ents did believed and they bless the faith and commitment shown by their son. In
the other province, a family did come to Christ and they are all going on in their
faith despite di' cult circumstances. And one of the people he led to Jesus in that
province is his good friend and fellow companion in the work.

Please Pray:

1. That God would raise up many more Tai Dam men who will hunger and
thirst for righteousness.

2. That they would be wise and also bold in their planning of future witnes
ing opportunities.

3. PRAISE GOD that faithful men and women among the Tai Dam are el
ing and seeking to bless others with their new faith.

Day 17 - DonOt Hold Back




“Cast away from you all the transgressions which
you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart
and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house of
Israel?” Ezekiel 18:31

1000 Tai Dam villages in Laos and Vietham. Most of
which have no Christians. Where does one begin

to start tofind villages and people interested in the
Truths of God? The Teacher has traveled to many

Tai Dam villages and all the time he is looking for
OPersons of Peace.O (Luke 10) Where are the people in
whose heart God is at work?

One method used by the Teacher sounds something
like this:

Teacher, OIn my travels to various Tai Dam villages | am looking for a village or
a few, where the people are being blessed by the ancestral spirits. We honour
and remember them through weekly and yearly ceremonies, and as such, | want
to find where those villages are who do things the OrightO way and as such, are
blessed. Are you blessed here by the way you do your spirit ceremonies?0

Headman, OHa, we are as poor as we ever have been.O

Teacher, OYou know, this is whéandl in every TD village that | have ever gong to.
Things are the same or worse than they every have been. | think we Tai Dam need
a new way to honour the spirits! Or maybe we needitad other Spirits that are

more powerful than the spirits we serve!O

From there, the Teacher looks for people open to this new thought and then be
gins to introduce them to the Sovereign God, how He loves them, how He has all
power to help them, and how He is waiting for them to call out to Him.

Please Pray:

1. That God would help the Tai Dam to see the real truth behind their spiri
ceremonies. May He allow them to see the bondage it puts them into, the
fear it produces, and the lack of hope it brings to the younger generation.

2. That God would give people the heart to seek Him. May they not settl
for the way things have been but give them creative and bold heartsitw
the Creator.

Day 18 - A New Way for the Tai Dam?




~

O. .. in the spring of the year, at the E*S s
time when kings go out to battle.O o
2 Samuel 11:1

It happened in Bible times and it v ‘
happened in SE Asia as well. Kings of Burma, Laos, and Thailand, as well as other
tribal group leaders would go b to war against peoples in surrounding countries.
Using elephants, spears, and physical force, the kings would try to conquer new
lands, capture slaves, and take the spoils.

One signf cant conquest happened in the late 17000s when the king from-Thai

land (Siam) captured many slaves from the are of NW Vietnam. This area called
the Sipsong Chao Tai was the homeland to the Tai Dam peoples. The period of
relocation from the Sipsong Chao Tai extended from 1780 through the last decade
of the nineteenth century. Since 1792, all the Black Tai captives were apparently
settled southwest of Bangkok. Once in Thailand they came to be called OLao Song
DamO, marking theidiation with the northern Lao states. THa'st community

was a grouping of several hamlets of undetermined size. Today this area of Phet
buri province is home to almost 20,000 Tai Dam peoples or Lao Song Dam as they
call themselves.

Over the years, the Tai Dam have been used to build royal palaces, drain swampy
lowlands, and help with other projects. The migrated into areas of Central, North
ern, and NE. Thailand. Being separated from the OmotherO group in NW Vietnam
for hundreds of years, their culture, language, and lifestyle have slowly changed to
the point that today there are only a few similarities. Their language is predomi
nantly Thai, their culture is more closely related to Thai, but interestingly, their
religion has not changed a great deal. They do follow Buddhism some, but their
main practice is their ancestor worship. This has proved to be a huge stronghold
in their lives, as such, only a handful have become Christian.

Please Pray:

1. For workers to see the spiritual needs of the Lao Song Dam and begin
see where God is at work among them.

2. That God would have mercy on these people and break the bondage o
ancestor worship

3. Thai churches that are in and around the Song Dam to be culturally se
tive and discerning in their outreach to them.

Day 19 - Other Tai Dam Groups - The Lao Song Dam




“‘Go out and train everyone you meet,
far and near, in this way of life, mark-
ing them by baptism in the threefold
name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then
instruct them in the practice of all | have
commanded you. I'll be with you as you
do this, day after day after day, right up
to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-
20

OThough the Christian population
among the Thai of Thailand remains less
than 2%, they are becoming increasingly
aware of their Tai cousins in surrounding
countries. Because of their cultural and
historical 4 nity with the Black Tai, some
are beginning to recognize the advan
tage that a Thai Christian has over a
Westerner or other Asian in proclaiming
the Gospel to this neglected and Hicult to access people group. One young Thai
person has moved beyond the fear of traveling into unknown and intimidating
lands to becoming an apostle to the Black and White Tai. This is her story.

*Lydia came from a Buddhist family but saw her parents put their trust in Christ
when she was a young girl, later she also believed through their witness. She was
a good student and graduated with a MasterOs degree, intent on being a Thai busi
ness woman. However, she eventually was led to take a fairly low paying job with
an American Christian couple with the intent of growing in her faith and improv

ing her English skills. While working with this family, she saw how God could use
her in His Kingdom building work and also what others were doing to minister to

a group called the Black Tai.

She also met other Thai people who were taking the Gospel to the Black Tai so
when the invitation came to join a team of Thai evangelists visiting the Tai Dam
she jumped at the chance. She was initially téed of traveling to the area where

the Tai Dam live, but felt that the Lord wanted her to go. After traveling the hours
to get there and being warmly received by the Tai Dam, her fears subsided. *Lydia
found this verse true for her as well as Jesus disciples, ORemember, | am with you
always.O

Day 20 - Thai Mission Workers




With the support of a local Thai
church, a strong Christian family,
and many praying friends, *Lydia has
taken appropriate steps to familiar
ize herself with the Tai Dam and theigs
life situation. She has developed a
compassion for these cousins of the
Thai and is now actively working to
take the Gospel to them. As the Lord
continues to lead, we pray that more
Thai will take up the task of taking
the gospel across borders, partieu
larly to the 25+ million Tai people living outside of Thailand.

Please Pray:

1. Pray for boldness and good communication skills for *Lydia as she takg
the gospel to her Tai Dam cousins.

2. Pray for open doors to the Gospel and a warm reception from the Tai D
for *Lydia and other Thai evangelists.

3. Pray that the *Lydia and other Thai workers would maintain their moral
and doctrinal purity by trusting and obeying the Lord in the domain held so
long by Satan and his followers.

4. Pray for the Lord to raise up more Thai Christians to partner together in
proclaiming the gospel to the Tai Dam.O

Day 20 - Thai Mission Workers




When | was just 14 years old | was like most of the other kids in the village. | had
a hard time concentrating in school and would rather be spending my time out
catching crabs and frogs and such. | was pretty naughty, | guess, and often got
into a little trouble. One evening two of my buddies and | came upon a slue and
saw a boat pulled up on the bank. Of course we slid the boat into the water and
started playing in it, oblivious to what was going on around us. Suddenly the
owner of the boat was on the nearby shore shouting at us for playing with his

boat. We looked in horror as we saw he had a gun. Though he didnOt threaten, we
were terrfied at the possibility that he might start shooting at us. We abandoned
ship and started swimming for the opposite shore, leaving his boat in the middle

of the slue. This made the owner even more furious so he continue to stomp up
and down the shore as he yelled. We didnOt know if the owner recognized us or
not, so we each went to our own house and didnOt say a word to anyone, dreading
the thought of anyone coming to visit the house, for fear it would be the owner
coming to look for us.

The next day we slinkedfbto school on a back trail, not wanting to be seen. In

the afternoon we did the same, and the route we chose led us by the most by the
most beautiful vegetable garden we had ever seen. People in our Tai Dam villages
were basically hunters and gatherers when it came to vegetables. No one wanted
to take the time to build a fence to keep the free roaming animals out and do all
the hard work of planting, watering, and weeding. As we stood by the side staring
wide eyed; the owner of the garden came over to us and asked us if we would like
to work with him in the garden. He explained that he was planning on expanding
the project but neededfive or six boys to help. He said the land was his and that
he would provide the seeds and tools, and that we would split the produce 50/50.
This sounded great to us so we agreed to come with three more friends the next
day right after school. This project kefftve naughty Tai Dam students occupied
from the time school was out till dark and all day Saturdays for months. We loved
the chance to learn and be productive. (Continued on next page.)

Please Pray:

1. That God would give His people vision for the ways that they can use
simple means to make an impact in others lives

2. That God would open up more creative schooling options for the young
people of Laos and Vietnam.

Day 21 - The Vegetable Man




Our parents loved our new occupation too! The vegetable farm was keeping us
out of trouble and we were bringing fresh vegetables home for the family on a
regular basis. We gradually found out this man and his family were Christians and
started hearing the gospel from them. His son became one of my best friends.
Our families also became good friends and when my dad was on his death bed
this Christian man came over to comfort him and pray with him. Hours before he
died my dad told this Christian, OBrother, | am going to die now. The thing that |
regret most is not being around td nish raising my son. Please take him as your
son. Guide him in the right path and see that he gets some kind of skill to make
aliving. 1 have no money or possessions to leave him.O This Christian came to
the funeral and helped with everything. | continued to be close to this Christian
family and began attending the small house church that they hosted. | eventually
became a Christian through attending this underground church.

While growing up as a Christian, we experienced elient kinds of persecution;
brothers were threatened, hauled in for questioning, and even put in jail. Some
lost their jobs but most of us would not deny Christ because we had seen GodOs
love and been thrilled by the Word of God.

Now | am in the nal semester of a three year course at trade school, studying
electricity. My goal in life is to have a job with where | can support myself and
help others who are in need. | am also praying for a job that will place me in a Tai
Dam village in a part of the country where my people havenOt yet had the eppor
tunity to hear the gospel. Presently, there are six of us Tai Dam studying together.
We each go to our classes during the day and then study GodOs word together
every night.

We have also had opportunities to get to know several young ladies!! Since hon
est, good, hard working young men are hard tmd these days we are Ohighly fa
voured!O But we are encouraging each other to keep concentrating on our studies
and asking God to choose the right wife for us. One who will allow us to do GodOs
will out in the provinces, instead of getting stuck in the city.

Please Pray:

1. For protection from the Evil One and wisdom to know GodOs Word fro
that of the DeceiverOs.

2. For guidance on where to seek work and for GodOs intervention to take
His Children to places where His Spirit is at work.

Day 22 - Running Into the Arms of Christ




“Sing to the LORD, bless His name; Proclaim the good
news of His salvation from day to day.” Psalms 96:2

During the 19800s a Hmong pastor with a vision for

his own people across SE Asia began recording some
simple radio programs. His desire was make it pos

sible for the hundreds and thousands of Hmong in
OclosedO countries like Laos, Vietnam, and China the
chance to hear the Good News. He learned as he went along and was encouraged
at having the chance to air these programs over FEBC.

Who would believe that this simple beginning would eventually lead to one of the
largest people movements to Christ during the 20th century? All happening over
the radio!

The Tai Dam radio program on the other hand has struggled along over the years.
In the 19800s FEBC asked the Tai Dam Christians to come up with some sort of
program that they could air 2 times per week to any Tai Dam listeners. What they
did was to read the Scriptures. Later another pastor took on the work for a time,
and! nally a team of very committed individuals did the work. However, doing

this work over the long term is tiring, dicult to come up with ideas, and easily
explained away as no letter comes in. ODoes anyone really listen? Is it worth the
cost in terms of time and expense?0

The programs themselves are sigmant, but more importantly are the tapes/CDOs
which are a spin # from the programming. Those interested can listen to them

as they are able, in groups, meetings, etc. The discipleship teaching is of great
value to reinforce the teaching seminars going on Oon the ground!O Minority
language programs have been jammed for many years by the Vietnamese gevern
ment but new technology is helping for the programs to be heard and the people
are not giving up trying to hear the Good News communicated this way.

Please Pray:

1. That God would raise up one or two Tai Dam in Asia to carry on this wg
People who are called of God, determined to keep on amitl dulties, and
creative in writing new programs.

2. God would make a way for more Tai Dam to hear the programs.

3. For creative programs that would attract a listenership and give them a
interest in the Truth.

Day 23 - Radio




OKeep a cool head. Stay alert. The Devil is poisec
to pounce, and would like nothing better than to
catch you napping.O 1 Peter 5:8

Fai is a 12 year old Tai Dam Christian who lives in .
pretty large village. She and her Tai Dam friends 4
tend the local school where Buddhism is practiced: »
Most of her Thai neighbours also follow the ways of the Buddha. This means they
go to the temple to make merit, they do good things to develop good karma, and
they believe in reincarnation. Fai is an energetic, outgoing leader among her
peers and this past year in sixth grade was voted student body president.

With this OtitleO even at twelve years of age, comes religious responsibilities. It
was not long into the new school year that she was faced with representing her
school in paying respect to the local Buddhist monk and the Buddha images. Fai
refused because she was a Christian and did not do these things. When pressure
was put on her because of her position, she gracioudieed to step down. She
stood " rm under the pressure from students and teachers and they agreetind
another student to represent their school.

If only we had to stand up once!! But alas Fai was amazed at the number of times
they came and tried to pressure her throughout the year. At every Buddhist holi
day the teachers tried to persuade Fai to'flllher obligations. She refused each
time, and back in the safety of her own home she was able to talk to her parents.

O Why donOt they let up, why do they keep trying to wear me down?0 Why didnOt
they listen the"rst time!

This became another opportunity for her family to remind her of SatanOs relentless
pressure on us as children of God. He does not take OnoO for an answer, he comes
again and again to try and keep us from our God and Father. Often he is not so
subtle and is always trying to tempt us to follow him.

Please Pray:

1. That the Tai Dam Christians will be strong against the relentless attacky
the enemy.

2. That they will not fear the schemes of the devil but will know they will
come to pass.

3. Pray that they will know that God reigns and has defeated Satan.

Day 24 - Why Don’t They Leave Me Alone




OOYou shall make a veil woven of blue, purple, and
scarlet thread, and ne woven linen. It shall be wo
ven with an artistic design of cherubimOO Exodus
26:31

As you enter a Tai Dam village and see the tradi
tional thatched roof wooden houses on stilts, it is

a common sight to see one or two looms set up
under the house. As the women have 15 minutes
here or 4 hours there, they can be found faithfully weaving day in and day out.
This is one way the women help provide for their families. Up until recently when
cheap machine cloth reached their markets, the women would weave all the cloth
for their own families needs: bed coverings, clothes, pillow covers, cloth pieces to
cover their head, etc. Then if they had extra cloth, they would sell it to the market.

Today, however they are selling less and less cloth so in some places they are stop
ping and even burning their looms forrewood! As with all societies, when they

see cheap and colourful machine woven material, see it is so smooth and soft, it

is very hard not to buy it. Theynd other means to make the extra little money
needed to buy the pretty material.

Secondly, the women have had little or no opportunity to improve their skills to
produce products that could be marketed somewhere besides the local Tai Dam
towns close to their villages. God has opened doors of opportunity for some for
eigners to assist them in improving their skills and providing a market in western
countries to purchase the new and improved products. Hand woven silks and cot
tons are being sold and the ptds are being returned to the people.

This process is not without its 'ticulties as any development work is in a two-
thirds world nation, but we trust God to use the weaving to glorify His Name
among them.

Please Pray:

1. For God to provide new markets and ways to develop the weaving of t
Tai Dam.

2. For guidance as people work to bring holistic development to the many
needs of the TD. l.e. physical, spiritual, and social.

3. For creativity in designing items that will incorporate some of the old
weaving into new styles.

Day 25 - Tai Dam Weaving




“The angel of the LORD encamps all around those who fear
Him, And delivers them.” Psalms 34:7

“He ordered his angels to guard you wherever you go.”
Psalm 91:11

Visiting her people in remote villages is something our dear
evangelist sister does with great passion. She does not let tl 4
distance or the ruggedness of the terrain hinder her from-go
ing. She doesnéd the poor and unreliable transportation
system in her country any excuse to stay home, and even though she still has to
walk sometimes for a full day to reach some villages, she keeps on.

Her enthusiasm and commitment along with the response she has seen from the
people has made governmentféicials and local police not very happy. They are
on the alert for her visits in many provinces and dmeding reasons to have her
arrested.

On one trip the villagers received words of displeasure from tiféamals and of

their intentions to bring our sister in for questioning. Friends were able to warn
her of the police coming, but due to the lateness of the hour, she could get no
public transportation away from the village. She was forced to stay out in the rice
fields a short distance from the village in case the police camérd her.

Here in thefield, she built a smafire to keep warm and as thiere died away she
fell into a deep sound sleep. She did not feel fearful and woke the next morning
refreshed. Later as she was leaving the area she was asked by some of the vil
lages. OWe saw you in tield last night but who was the man in the white robe
sitting near thefire?O Our sister understands the truth of the verse above very
well. She also knows that the reason she slept so well in sucffiaudt time was
that God was indeed with her.

Please Pray:

1. For this people who live in fear of spirits. May their hearts and eyes be
opened up to the true God of Creation. May they feel the peace God bring
to life.

2. That God will show Himself to the Tai Dam through dreams and visions
May they be quick to respond to Him

3. For boldness and wisdom for workers traveling to Tai Dam villages.

Day 26 - Faith




“That all the peoples of the earth may know the
hand of the LORD, that it is mighty, that you may
fear the LORD your God forever.” Joshua 4:24

Red, white and blackE.it seems like a simple
request to ask one to distinguish between these
colours. Unless of course you are talking about
the language and culture of three related but
distinct people groups, then it is a berent story
altogether.

In two Southeast Asia countries, known for making it diult to access the

people, the mountainous regions are peppered with the Red, White and Black Tai
people. After surveying and focusing on the Black Tai for several yearsfrute

the huge spiritual need they have enough work for many people. However, God
has not overlooked these other Tai groups. As one person said, Othere is no God
forsaken places, only Church forsaken places!O Will the needs of the White and
Red Tai be overlooked for much longer??

They all need to hear the good news of Jesus Christ.

It is going to take a new batch of committed people to reach each group. It will

take desire and perseverance to learn their language, understand their culture

and to be a part of their lives in these countries that are hostile to the Gospel. It
will take a team of foreign and national workers who are committed to these

least reached peoples! This is a God sized task. Only God can put the desire in the
heart of His people, to pray and to go. Only God can begin to prepare the hearts

of each of these groups to know the Truth that will set them free. Only God can
provide the divine appointments to brings His children into contact with these
people of His heart.

Please Pray:

1. For God to raise up two new teams of people, one for the White Tai, an
one for the Red Tai. May they respond to his call, step out in faith and go
where He leads

2. That the Tai Dam, Lao, and Vietnamese materials already produced wil
a helpful resource for these unreached groups. Awaken the desire to lear
more, seek more of God and grow in His understanding.

3. Groups that live in and around the Red and White Tai to be willing to
share the Good News with them.

Day 27 - Red, White and Black




OHe put a new song in my mouth, a
hymn of praise to our God. Many will
see and fear and put their trust in the
LordO Psalm 40:3

The wedding ceremony was over, the
celebration was in full swing. The

rice whiskey was plentiful, the food
abundant and spirits were high. Then
a hush fell over the guests and Loong
Som one of the oldest and most
respected villagers began to sing. Everyone listens with rapt attention he unfolds
the story. The love story . First he tells of their separate families and then how
they met and fell in love. The words are new and special for the occasion.

Has it been rehearsed? Certainly not, Loong Som is singing this story from his
heart. The style is called a Kap (pronounced cop) common among the tai peoples.
The Tai use this form of music to record stories, to preserve their history, and to
tell their fables so they can be passed down from generation to generation. Both
men and women Kap, and it is a very enjoyable form of entertainment for the TD,
it is truly the music of their heart. The only problem being, that to do it well, most
have to be pretty drunk!

Some attempts have been made among Christians to records the stories from the
Word of God, but as of yet this has not happened. It has been difficult to find a

person gifted in this and who has a close walk with God so that this will really flow
from within their heart. Needing to be drunk with the Spirit would certainly help!!

How awesome it will be when we can hear the message of Christ sung in a way
that will touch their hearts so deeply.

Please Pray:

1. God to touch the life of a Kap Master. One who is gifted and who would
offer this gift back to God, the Talent Giver!

2. God to raise up among Christian young people a desire to reach their
people, especially their older relatives using this form of music.

3. The recording of such music to get out to all the people.

Day 28 - Kap for the Lord




Sandy is a young Tai dam man. Growing

up he never knew anything about the

All Sovereign God. When he did come to
learn of His love through his Aunt, whom

he had not seen for many years, it was

such good news he had to share it with
others and went on to look for ways he
could share his faith with his classmates,

his family, and Tai Dam in another prov
ince. Sharing with his classmates ended up with him being called in for question
ing by the police. Sharing with his family resulted in having them very angry at
him to the point of disowning him. And sharing the Love of God with other Tai
Dam in a new province got him chased out of the province by the police. Sounds
like an exciting beginning to life with Christ? Seems to have many parallels to the
Apostle PaulQs life!

Sandy is one of several young Tai dam men God has raised up and who have truly
come to see Jesus as Lord of their life. They are committed to obeying Him, they
are bold in their witness, they like to study His Word, and they want to see many
more Tai Dam in the Kingdom of God. As you can see from the stories of older
men, the role of the male is very tied into the spirit @ings and most have not

been able to really get over the issue of Christ as Lord. Most older males have also
been ingrained in communist thinking, and they have never been taught to learn.
We pray these younger men will be able to

SandyOs story would not be complete if we didnOt also tell you that later on his par
ents did believed and they bless the faith and commitment shown by their son. In
the other province, a family did come to Christ and they are all going on in their
faith despite di' cult circumstances. And one of the people he led to Jesus in that
province is his good friend and fellow companion in the work.

Please Pray:

1. Please pray that God would raise up many more Tai Dam men who will
hunger and thirst for righteousness.

2. Please also pray that they would be wise and also bold in their planning
of future witnessing opportunities.

3. PRAISE GOD that faithful men and women among the Tai Dam are bel
ing and seeking to bless others with their new faith.

Day 29 - Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness




“Lust for money brings trouble and nothing but trouble. Going down that path,
some lose their footing in the faith completely and live to regret it bitterly ever
after” 1 Timothy 6:10

Baan Pui was a village where a growing church was to be found. It was not too
old but they were meeting together and trying to grow. As time went by, a few of
the people in the village had opportunity to go to more discipleship trainings and
in a few years two of the people were asked to act as elders for the village. They
would get paid a certain amount of money from outside the country for doing

this job. At the same time that these two were being trained another group heard
about the Believers in this village and invited a couple of other interested people
to their discipleship training. After a year of sporadic meetings, these two people
were also given a salary to look after the group of believers. Two groups support
ing four individuals in this small village with only 25 believers!!

After a time, believers in the village from group A begfghting with believers
from group B over the matter of support. They each tried to say bad things about
the other group so that they would no longer be supported!

OOne day we saw the police come to the village and arrest all four leaders. They
were taken away to what we presume was the police station, but after a few days
we heard that one of the men was in hospital. When his family went to visit him
they were shocked to discover that the man had actually died in hospital. The
family was not allowed to see the body and were politely told that, the body will
be taken care of, donOt worry about it!O

What a sad story to see such bitterness, jealousy, fagiiting erupt among a

small group of believers so much so that the police had to get involved. The
people were discovering it was not right to love money as they had, nor to allow it
to grow so big that they could not deal with it locally. It was also not right for the
police to kill someone, but this is how justice is carried out in these countries more
than we would like to hear!

Please Pray:

1. That those in authority would not abuse their power. Whether they be
Christian or not. May they humbly submit to the Lord of All

2. Aright understanding for those from the outside who like to use money
to develop irfluence. May they see that the use of money is not always
helpful nor is it really what the people always need.

Day 30 - The Best Way to Support the Church?







